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the descendants of the Aryans. " The life-currents of a young
man," says Manu, ((tend to flow out of his body when an
elder comes, and attain only their normal condition when he
stands up to accost and recie\e him."
Herodotus further says : " Of the Egyptians it is further
memorable that they first imagined what month or day was
to be consecrated to each deity; they also from observing the
days of nativity, venture to predict the particular circumstances
of a man's life and death."1
I need not point out that the custom was similar among
the ancient Aryans also. Each month was consecreated to the
worship of a particular deity. The months also were named
after the movements and ascendancy of certain constellations
of stars in the heavens. The particular circumstances of a
man's life and death were also predicted by the ancient
Hindus from the peculiar situation of the stars and planets at
the time of his nativity. The science of astrology was highly
developed among the Aryans, The Bhrgu Samkita claims to
predict not only the events of man's present existence, but
also to read the events of his past and future incarnations.
" The Egyptians/' says Herodotus, " express aversion
to the customs of Greece, and to say the truth, to those of all
other nations."^ In this they essentially resembled the
ancient Aryans, with whom all was Mleccha that was not
Aryan. This term was also applied to those of their own
race, who did not conform to their manners and customs, and
way of thinking,
" In the treatment of women, they seem to have been very
far advanced, beyond other wealthy communities of the same
era, having usages very similar to those of modern Europe, and
such was the respect shown to women.that precedence wasgiven
to them over men, and the wives and daughters of kings suc-
ceeded to the throne like the male branches of the Royal family.
*    Hist. Hist, of the World, Vol. I, p. 213,
*    Ibid, Vol. I, p, 214,